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GRIEVANCES, MEMBER FOR MITCHELL 
Standing Orders Suspension 

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [9.39 am]:  I move, without notice -  

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the member for Mitchell to 
make a second grievance today. 

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara - Leader of the House) [9.39 am]:  The Government will agree to this suspension, 
but it must be made clear that the standing orders allow for a member to make only one grievance on a particular 
day.  In supporting this suspension and allowing the member for Mitchell to make a second grievance, the 
Government does not wish to give any hint that it does not think the standing orders should apply in the way they 
do.  The Government believes that the standing orders should allow members to make only one grievance.  The 
fact is that the Opposition overlooked this important standing order.  On this occasion the Government is 
prepared and ready to answer the grievance; it does not wish to avoid it.  Therefore, the Government will support 
the suspension.  However, the House must know that the standing orders exist to govern the smooth running and 
the effective operation of the House.  The standing order that the Opposition seeks to suspend is an appropriate 
one.  Many members wish to make grievances, and the point of the standing order is that there should be only 
one grievance by any given member on a particular day.  We will set it aside this time because the matters that 
the Opposition wishes to raise rest with the one member, and the Government is happy to respond to those 
matters.  However, the Opposition must understand that the standing orders exist for the good running of the 
House, and it should plan its program in compliance with the standing orders. 

MR JOHNSON (Hillarys) [9.41 am]:  I genuinely thank the Leader of the House for the cooperation of 
government members in being present for this debate on the suspension of standing orders.  This was a genuine 
mistake and certainly will not happen a second time.  The Opposition will not ask for a suspension to do this sort 
of thing again.   

MR TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [9.42 am]:  In fact, the National Party was a part of 
this problem, because one of our members was going to raise a grievance and at the last minute pulled out.  
Therefore, the member for Mitchell wanted to step in.  We support the suspension.  Normally, a National Party 
member would have taken that position, and the House would have carried on as normal. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


